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Welcome to Little River Wetlands Project

At Little River Wetlands Project (LRWP), we offer engaging wetland restoration and education programs for groups of all ages and abilities. Thanks to the generosity of our members and supporters, these programs are free of charge, though donations are always welcome to help us continue offering meaningful outdoor learning experiences.

Through our Seed to Marsh program, participants learn about native plants, wetland restoration, and the vital role these ecosystems play—while getting hands-on experience in conservation. Programs can be customized for your group. 

You can choose a guided Seed to Marsh adventure with one of our experienced Trail Guides or enjoy a self-guided hike using our property maps.

For scheduling, volunteering, or questions about our programs, contact:
Aly Munger, Wetland Educator
Phone: (260) 478-2515 | Email: a.munger@lrwp.org

Please note: No date is confirmed until the Guided Visit Request Form on the last page is submitted at least two weeks before your desired visit.

Program Basics
· Programs last 1–2 hours.
· Eagle Marsh offers diverse habitats with abundant wildlife. Off-site programs are also available on a limited basis.
· Minimum 10 participants for guided programs.
· Most programs take place at the Eagle Marsh Barn, 6801 Engle Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46804. You must input the actual address into your gps.
· Dress for the weather and wet conditions: rain jackets/ponchos, closed-toed shoes or boots, bug spray, sunscreen, and water. We

Code of Conduct
To help protect wildlife and ensure a safe experience for all visitors:
· Stay on marked trails. Avoid hazards and areas where mowing, spraying, or planting occurs.
· Do not collect plants or animals unless approved by LRWP. Do not bring animals or plants onto the property.
· Remove all trash and leave the marsh as you found it.
· The following are prohibited: pets, hunting, fishing, biking, horseback riding, motorized vehicles, alcohol, drugs, camping, campfires, weapons, and smoking.
Chaperones
· Pre-K–3rd grade: 1 adult per 5 children
· Grades 4–12: 1 adult per 10 youth

Note: While adult supervisors are great for safety and guidance, we encourage that the total number of chaperones does not exceed a 1:2 adult-to-youth ratio. This helps ensure that the learning experience for participants remains focused and engaging.

Weather & Cancellation
Programs continue in most conditions except severe flooding, thunderstorms, tornadoes, high heat index (>100°F), or low wind chill (<10°F). We do not cancel for rain, however if there is lightning or thunder this requires everyone to return to the barn until 30 minutes have passed. Call 260-478-2515 for updates.

Seed to Marsh: Education & Restoration Program
Seed to Marsh is a stewardship-based program offered year-round, combining community, education, and restoration. 

Program Goals:
· Encourage stewardship of wetlands and natural ecosystems
· Teach identification, life cycles, and importance of Indiana native plants
· Increase native habitats at LRWP preserves and throughout the community

Guided Program Requirements:
· Minimum 10 participants
· 1–2 hours
· Activities depend on seasonal priorities

Stewardship Activities (Depend on seasonal priorities)
· Remove invasive plants (Spring–Fall)
· Plant or transplant native seedlings (Spring–Summer)
· Sow seeds or make seed balls (Winter–Spring)
· Collect, clean, sort, or stratify seeds (Fall–Winter)
· Water plants (Spring–Summer)

For Educators and Group Leaders
· Teachers: Our Wetland Educator is familiar with Indiana State Standards and curricular requirements. We can tailor the visit to meet your learning goals.
· Scouts: Eagle Marsh is perfect for badge work and more. Many Eagle Scouts have completed their final projects here


Discovery Program Themes: Groups may choose a Discovery Program theme that fits learning goals. 

Pond Exploration (Spring)
Discover how wetlands naturally filter and clean water by studying the creatures that live within them. Participants will pond-dip to collect aquatic macroinvertebrates, tadpoles, and more to identify under microscopes and talk about life cycles!

Decomposers (Spring–Fall)
Dig into the hidden world of decomposers! Participants explore logs, leaf litter, and forest floors to find the creatures responsible for recycling nutrients back into the ecosystem. Through hands-on exploration, they’ll discover where decomposers live, what they do, and why they’re essential for a healthy environment.

Wildflower Mania (Late Spring–Fall)
Participants learn about the parts of a flower through interactive models and explore the trails to identify different species in bloom. Along the way, they’ll uncover how wildflowers fit into the food web and help pollinators thrive.

It’s a Bug’s Life (Spring–Fall)
Get up close and personal with the insect world! Participants investigate where insects live, what they eat, and how they communicate. Along the trails, they’ll discover the vital roles insects play in pollination, decomposition, and the balance of ecosystems.

Magnificent Monarchs (Mid-Summer–Fall)
Explore the fascinating life cycle and migration of the monarch butterfly. Participants will learn about the stages of metamorphosis, the challenges monarchs face on their journey, and what can be done to support them. 

Secondary Signs: The CSI of the Marsh (Year-Round)
Become a nature detective! Participants learn to interpret animal tracks, scat, and skulls to uncover who’s been in the habitat and what role they play in the food web. Through interactive activities, they’ll explore predator-prey relationships and how these clues reveal the health of an ecosystem.

Towering Trees (Year-Round)
Participants examine tree cookies, bark, and leaves to learn about tree anatomy and adaptations. They’ll compare species, identify what animals depend on them, and explore how trees survive in wet environments.

A Bird’s Eye View (Year-Round)
Take a closer look at the world of birds! Participants learn about the adaptations that help birds survive, from their beaks to their nests. While exploring the trails, they’ll discover the many ways birds contribute to ecosystems.

Guided Visit Request Form

Please fill out and return at least 2 weeks prior to your requested date. No visit is confirmed without submission.

School or Organization Contact Information
Contact Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Position: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cell Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.
Work Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.
Home Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.
Best contact method for cancellations: Click or tap here to enter text.

School/Organization
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
City/State/ZIP: Click or tap here to enter text.

Attendance
Expected Participants: Click or tap here to enter text.
Adult Chaperones: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Grade/Age of Participants: Click or tap here to enter text.

Program Details
Requested Topic(s): Click or tap here to enter text.
Goals/Curricular Requirements: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Allergies/Accommodations: Click or tap here to enter text.

Requested Dates & Times
First Choice: Click or tap here to enter text.
Second Choice: Click or tap here to enter text.
Arrival Time: Click or tap here to enter text.
Departure Time: Click or tap here to enter text.

Submission:
Mail to: Little River Wetlands Project, Attn: Education, 8315 W Jefferson Blvd, Fort Wayne, IN 46804 
OR scan and email to: a.munger@lrwp.org

Thank you for supporting wetland education and conservation. Every day is a good day on the marsh!
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